MINERALS;

CHAP. IIL

OF COMPOUND MINERALS.

1 HE minerals described in the last Chapter hardly ever
occur insulated. They are usually united together in
various groups, constituting the rocks and the soil of
which the globe of the earth is composed. These
groups are termed COMPOUND MINERALS. The study
of them constitutes geology or geognosy ; one of the
most important branches of philosophy. It teaches us Geoo-nosf,
the structure of the globe* the relative situation of the
cliiFerent minerals, their connexion with each other, and
the changes which they are undergoing, or have un-
dergone. It is by numerous and skilful observations a-
lone that any progress can be made in this difficult in-
vestigation. In Germanyj mining has been long an
^object of greater attention than in .any other country ;
men of science have been long employed to superintend
the mines, and exact records have been kept of every
thing that occurred. It is in that country, accordingly^
that the greatest number of observations have been
made, and the materials collected, for raising geology
to the rank of a science. The difficult task has been
undertaken by Werner, the celebrated Professor of Mi-   p^era!-
J;                                         ...     izedby
tieralogy in Freyb'erg, who has generalized his own ob
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